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1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow 	(20 marks)
The United Nations (UN) defines youth as those between age 15 and 24 per the African Youth charter the bracket stretches to age 35. Estimates place upwards of 70 percent of Africa’s population at age thirty per cent of Africa’s population at age of thirty under. These figures are often ban died about. But even a cursory reflection on the implications is pretty sobering.
As a child of the mid 70s and an idealist, when I reflect on the unhopeful state of the world and society I am struck by just how much grimmer the prospects are for the youth –especially in our part of the world. Inevitably worse for those that do not belong to the privileged minority classes. In a world with plentiful such reality is discomfiting to say the least.
Yet discomfiture is not something that a society and peoples that are mostly numbered and soulless care to feel. Too many hitherto abnormal things are now normalized and condoned even celebrated. Such are the times we live in.  For most life’s essence to experience a dignified human existence is elusive, constantly threatened, devalued and denied.
First, we have endured being ruled by mostly visionless predominantly older generations of patriarchs that did not get into public life to serve but to reign. After the initial ‘windfall’ of development strides in the immediate post-independence period the hallmark of our childhood was living through the worst of austerity programs of the 1980s/90s – which coincided with a pivotal life phase requiring essential investments to secure quality of life. Austerity translated for the majority into, low quality education, lack or limited access to living and sanitary conditions, grim employment prospects and so on. The imprint of austerity is a lifelong legacy of deprivation and inequities, lives prematurely nipped in the bud and unimaginable foregone possibilities. We bore the brunt of the HIV pandemic (before lifesaving antiretrovirals arrived on scene courtesy of determined struggles calling out greedy multinational pharmaceuticals and uncaring governments to shame.)
Secondly, for about half of the populace who are female, the pervasiveness of patriarchy means that no matter how much you defy odds in a quest to excel, you remain effectively relegated and suppressed into the lesser human. This manifests in both the public and private spheres of life.
Thirdly, if you invested your youth in the struggles for human dignity and a better society, it is humbling to watch the fruits of those struggles constantly reneged upon and undermined.
Seems to me that seizing control of agenda setting and governance (plus leadership) is non-negotiable. Youth must take this on as a fight to secure needs, interests and survival. They have to essentially seize their destiny in their own hands – no matter the counter forces. They have no choice because their actual lives and semblance of survival depend on it. It cannot be normalized that those living on borrowed time are allowed to essentially rob the youth of their lives and future.
I say this based on my active footprint (during my youth no less) on the costly (in terms of lives lost in that struggle) but totally worthwhile journey that delivered Kenya’s revolutionary and dignity affirming constitution. It is no wonder this governance road map remains under-implemented and much fought.
In exercising the right to active citizenship, youth must leverage all they can – available tech in its many facets and possibilities; out of the box thinking, tapping into the disposition of being unshackled by properness, conformity or shame – to forge broad and formidable alliances across class, gender and other identities – to speak and act truth to power. It is to be unbowed and fearless for they have nothing to lose. Without a doubt. Passively waiting for saviours is not an option. For there are none but yourselves.
Questions
1. What does the writer’s use of the expression “bandied about” reveal about his/her attitude towards the statistics on youth population?			2 marks
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. Comment on the irony revealed in paragraph 3.				2 marks
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. Why is the word ‘windfall’ put in quotation marks?				2 marks
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
1. What were the consequences of the austerity advocated for in the 1980s/90s for the majority?									3 marks
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


1. In about 50 words, summarize the three challenges that face our society today.3 marks
Rough draft
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Fine copy
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. According to the writer, what do the youth need to do to secure their future?	2 marks
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. Describe the tone of the writer as revealed in the passage?		2 marks
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


1. Rewrite the sentence below as instructed	(1 mark)
“It is no wonder this governance road map remains under-implemented and much fought.” (Rewrite beginning: Is it….) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. What do the following words and expressions mean as used in the passage?													3 marks
1. implications ……………………………
1. manifests …………………………………
1. out of the box thinking …………………………

2. Read the excerpt below and then answer the questions that follow (25marks)
Bembe:  (Interrupting Nicole) The matter of The Samaritan is weighty.  It can destroy lives.it is threatening the lives of many powerful people.  They are fighting back and they will destroy your life.  I am giving you a chance to secure your life.  I am an officer whose duty is to protect lives.  Just do what the Mayor told you.  You should never fight a losing battle.
Nicole: (Firmly) I have made a choice to do what is right.  That is not negotiable.  And besides, I 
have no control over the App.  The National Information and Communications Technology Corporation is now in charge of that App.
Bembe:  (Interrupting Nicole)I understand that to mean you are ready for a fight.  And to get us 
	started, are you aware that the signal of your phone was at one time located at the scene 	of murder?
Nicole:  (In horror and rising to her feet) That`s preposterous! (Moves towards the door)  I need 
	to see the Principal now!
Bembe:  (Blocking the way) And what about last night?
Nicole:  What?
Bembe:  The school generator.
Nicole:  School generator? What about it?
Bembe:  Who sold it?
Nicole:  That is ridiculous!
Bembe:  I thought so, too.
Nicole:  (Trying to find a way past Inspector Bembe) I have nothing to do with the school 
	generator!
Bembe:  (Blocking her every move) The generator has been stolen, and you and I know who 
	stole it!
Nicole:  Listen, Mr. Officer, do not try to fabricate anything against me.  It will get you nowhere.  
	And if you insist, this will become the darkest day in your career!
Bembe:  What? Are you threatening a police officer?
Nicole:  (With a sharp and firm voice) You must not break the law by accusing me of crimes I 
	have not committed!
Bembe:  You`re just confirming some of the other accusations that have been made against you.
Nicole:  Which allegations?
Bembe:  You have a reputation for being too strong-willed to be suitable for a school teacher.  
	You`re as stubborn as a mule.
Nicole:  What crime is that?
Bembe:  Well, it is not a crime as such; but don`t you think it is a bad influence to the students? 
(Bangs the table violently and shouts an order.  Two police officers enter.) Handcuff her! (There is a commotion as the officers reach out to Nicole.  She resists but is overpowered.  There is an interval of silence as Bembe begins to rummage through papers on Nicole`s table.  Nicole refuses to move and sits down on the floor.  The officers drag her on the floor) Stop.  (The officers stop. There is silence  Then Bembe moves behind Nicole`s table and  starts pulling the drawers open, one after the other, removing and throwing papers all over the floor.)  Where have you hidden it?
Nicole: Hidden What? 
Bembe:  The Samaritan! (Nicole is visibly surprised at the answer but remains silent.) I will tell 
you this, whenever you see me personally involved in an arrest, you must know it`s a serious matter, as serious as death.  And you should be afraid.  Very afraid!
Nicole:  I am not guilty of anything, and I refuse to be intimidated!
Bembe:  (Inspector Bembe bangs the table violently with his gun.  Nicole recoils with a start.)  
	Woman! Show some seriousness! This is no laughing matter.  Are you willing to talk?
Nicole:    About what?  (There is silence as Inspector Bembe wears his beret and places his
 scepter under his armpit.)

1. Briefly explain what Nicole was told to do by the Mayor.				(3marks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
1. Summarize the circumstances that makes Bembe interrupt Nicole at the beginning of the excerpt											(3marks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
1. Describe the following characters as seen in the excerpt				(4marks)
i) Bembe 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii) Nicole 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. Describe the mood portrayed in the excerpt. (3 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
1. From your knowledge of the text, explain how the Samaritan works			(3 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. Identify and state the effectiveness of two styles used in the excerpt. (4 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
1. Identify and illustrate one theme from the excerpt. (2 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
1. You cannot fabricate crimes against me! (Begin: Crimes …) (1 mark)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. Explain the meaning as used in the excerpt. (2 marks)
1. a losing battle ……………………………………………………………………………………
1. prepositions ………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Read the narrative below and then answer the questions that follow (20 marks )
An aging king realized that if he died he had no one to take over his throne. He decided to adopt a son. He launched a competition and ten boys made it to the top. The king said to them, “I have one last test and whoever comes top will become my adopted son and heir to my throne.” 
He gave each boy a maize seed and told them to take the seed home, plant and nature it for three weeks. Then ten boys took their seeds and ran home to plant. In one home, the boy and his parents were sad when the seed failed to sprout. The boy had done everything but in vain. His friends advised him to buy another maize seed and plant but since his parents had taught him good morals and honesty, he refused. The day came and the ten boys went to the palace. Nine of the boys were successful. 
The king went round to each boy asking, “Is that what came out of the seed I gave you?” And each boy said, “Yes your majesty.” The king would nod and move down the line until the last boy in the line who was shaking with fear. The king asked him, “What did you do with the seed I gave you?” the boy said, “I planted and cared for it but it failed to sprout.” 
The king went to the throne with the boy and said, “I gave these boys boiled seeds and a boiled seed cannot sprout. If a king must have one quality, it must be honesty and only this boy has passed the test.” 

1. Identify and illustrate any two themes brought out in this narrative. 		4marks. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Discuss two roles of the king in this narrative. 					4 marks. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Discuss one moral lesson we learn from this narrative. 				2 marks
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Identify any three social- economic or political organization of the people from which this narrative is taken. 									3 marks. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. Discuss two instances of irony in this narrative.  					4marks.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. Describe the character trait of the king. 						2marks.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. a) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given. Do not change the meaning. 4 marks. 
a) You should not feed wild animals at the game park. (Rewrite beginning: Under….)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) If they had not paid my school fees, I would have gone home yesterday. (Rewrite beginning: If my school fees….)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c) “We cannot wait any longer because the patient needs immediate treatment.” the doctor said. (Rewrite in reported speech.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
iv) The topic on verbs follows the one on nouns. (Begin: After….) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………


b) Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate linking words from those provided below. 												4 marks. 
immediately   		finally 			further
at first			meanwhile		secondly 

We sat in the sitting room waiting. We were (i) ……….…………….. scared because we did not know what kind of person our mother’s friend would be. (ii) …………………… we looked at the beautiful photographs on the wall without saying a word to each other. (iii) ……………………she arrived and her warm motherly smile (iv) ……………………dissipated our fears. 
c) Fill in the blanks with the correct word to complete the sentences below. 2 marks. 

i) Neither the children nor their mother ………………. at the wedding ceremony. (was/were)
ii) Of the two brands of perfume on offer, this one smells ……………… (better/ best)
d) Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the words in brackets. (3 marks)

i) The …………………. (spectacle) man looked very disturbed. 

ii) Pouring water on steel nails is likely to ………………… (active) rusting. 

iii) Your …………………. (hostile) will take you nowhere. 

e) Punctuate the following sentences. (2marks)
i) Only one problem was yet to be solved transport to the stadium
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii) His brother john was finally going to graduate that week 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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