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1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
John spent as much time with the children as they would let him, which was fairly easy with Alicia as she was equally eager to get to know her father. Johnny, who had been named after his father in better days, was a different kind of person altogether. For one thing, apart from the hectic demands of med school, he had a busy social life. Secondly, he just did not seem interested in fostering the relationship. He had onlya vague memory of his mother and no one had ever had the heart to tell him what had torn apart his family so early in his life. All that he really knew was that his mummy had died and that his father had left them to be cared for by relatives.
It is easy to forgive the dead, but uover the years his attitude towards his father had soured and hardened. It was okay that the guy had eventually turned up, it helped him understand better who he was, but he really did not want to get close to him that much. Why bother when the chap would no doubt arise sooner or later and return to wherever he had come from, and who knew how long it would take him to remember that he had left his children behind? What did he really care? In any case I myself am a grown man. I don’t need anybody.
One day his sister cornered him on his way out and looking pained, asked him why he was giving their father such a rough time.
“Why don’t you give him a chance? Everyone makes mistakes and besides mum, I mean our real mother, gave him a really hard time of it.” 
(Adapted from I swear by Apollo by Margaret A. Ogolla, 2002)
(a) Give four reasons why Johnny found it difficult to spend as much time as he could with his father. 	        (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



(b) Why do you think Johnny only had a vague memory of his mother? 		(2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............................................................................................................................................................
(c) What do we learn about Alicia from this passage?               (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...........................................................................................................................................................
(d) What is Johnny’s attitude towards his father? 				        (3 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...........................................................................................................................................................
(e) Explain the significance of the italicised sentences: In any case I myself am a grown man. I don’t need anybody. 						       (3 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............................................................................................................................................................
(f) Identify one instance of irony in the passage? 	        (2 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(g) Suggest a suitable title for this passage.						        (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(h) Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage. 		    (3 marks)
i. hectic ……………………………………………………………………………………………
ii. fostering……………………………………………………………………………………
iii. cornered ………………………………………………………………………………………...


2. Read the excerpt below and then answer the questions that follow.
“Remember the guy from Grassroots International: short fellow, round of body and outspoken of manner? What was his name? It’s on the tip of my tongue.”
“You must mean the fire-eater who kept accusing me of looking for answers where I shouldn’t even look,” Dr. Afolabi said.
“Exactly, that’s our man. Yes, I thought he was right on point, Dr. Afolabi. He too was unhappy with the present state.”
“Wait, the present state of what?”
“Africa.”
“I don’t understand.”
“No problem: I’ll spell it out for you. You see Dr. Afolabi, Africa, in its present state, has two new arrivals: corruption and impunity. The first is a crime the second protects from punishment, the second is another crime the first rewards with kickbacks. That is Africa in its present state. Now can it change?”
“Tell me. Can it?”
“Well, let’s ask the Law of Will.”
“What?”
‘“Unless there is will to change, there will be no change.’
That is the Law of Will. Dr. Afolabi, I was wondering whether you might be interested in an adventure that is being sponsored by AGDA. Oh, I am sorry: make that the Agency for Governance and Development in Africa. Its underlying idea is to mobilise our discontent with Africa, in its present state, into will to change it.”
“This little meeting between us is not an accident, then, is it, Mr. Longway?”
“What’s an accident, Dr. Afolabi? All events are but consequences of events that precede them. Now, what is this I hear about you serving as advisor at the next summit of Africa’s heads of states in Banjul, the Gambia?”
“You are well informed, Mr. Longway,” Dr. Afolabi said. He had begun to see the green-eyed man in a different light. “Yes, heads of state have invited me there to give them my views on Way Omega,” he added. “You know of Way Omega, No?”
“Yes, I do. So what are they, your views?”
“They are that the summit should go with Way Omega. It will change our style of doing business. Just think: no more military coups or rigged elections, no more civil wars or ethnic clashes. If adopted, what a breath of fresh air Way Omega would be!”
“Dr. Afolabi, don’t confuse what you want to happen with what will. You know Way Omega won’t fly, don’t you?”
“I see. Do you have an alternative that will fly?”

(a) Explain the circumstances that lead to this meeting.				      (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………(b) Explain the relationship between the two new arrivals referred to by Mr. Longway? (3 marks)
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(c) Identify any two stylistic features evident in this excerpt.   (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(d) Provide another name for Mr. Longway.					        (1 mark)    
………………………………………………………………………………………………………


(e) What is the alternative that Mr. Longway gives? How does this alternative differ from Way Omega		      (3 marks) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………................
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………...........
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(f) Using illustrations from the excerpt, outline two character traits of Dr. Afolabi.	    (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............................................................................................................................................................
(g) Provide one major theme evident in this excerpt.			        (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(h) Unless there is will to change, there will be no change (Rewrite the sentence beginning: If ...)     					        (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(i) Later, after this excerpt, Mr. Longway highlights the role of Dr. Afolabi in AGDA. Describe the roles he has to accomplish for AGDA. What does this reveal about Mr. Longway?		       (3 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………..................
……………………………………………………………………………………....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow.

TWICE POORER
Looks of despair showed
on the gloomy faces,
as he lay on his death-bed
life sneaking out of him.

His heart drew to a stop
and a stampede ensued,
as women scrambled out
to announce his departure.

You could detect
some hollow walls
in the frenzy.

They poured into the home
some drawn by deep sorrow
others propelled
by prospective feasting

Interminable rituals 
followed the three days
of heightened sorrow,
as mourners brought
famed musicians

Days and nights
drummed and sang away, 
to fascinate him
despite the earth on his 
chest

Some came 
to help drain the pool
of grief,
but had eyes screwed on property
to determine portability.

(J.K Agunda in Boundless Voices. Ed. Arthur Luvai. 2011 EAEP)


(a) What is the poem about?	   		       (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
(b) Explain the relevance of the title.	       (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………............................................................................................................................................................
(c) Identify any two literary devices the poet has used in the poem. 	        (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
(d) Describe the tone in this poem.  			       (3 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(e) Explain the meaning of the following lines.		      		 (2 marks)
 but had eyes screwed on property
to determine portability.				
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(f) Give the meanings of the following words as used in the poem.		       (2 marks)
(i) frenzy...................................................................................................................................
(ii) fascinate …………………………………………………………………………………
(g) What do we learn about social activities of the community in the poem?	       (3 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

4. (a) Rewrite the following sentences as indicated. Do not change the meaning. 	        (5 marks)
(i) the members i am sorry to say are not well informed (punctuate correctly)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(ii) Construct a sensible sentence from these jumbled words: 
girls his age he could half befriend
.……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(iii) As soon as we arrived in the park, we were assigned guides. 	(Begin: No sooner …)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(iv) We never suspected that Opiyo was already married. (Rewrite beginning: At no time …).
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


(v) The rain was very heavy. All the roads became flooded. 
(Rewrite as one sentence using so ....... that)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
(b) Fill in the blank spaces in the following sentences with the correct form of the word in brackets   									         (3marks)
(i) The burden was ……………………… . (bear). 
(ii) You must ............................................ that he has worked hard. (concession)
(iii) It was impossible to ………………………… the rowdy crowd. (peace) 
 (c) Use the word ‘look’ to form phrasal verbs to replace the underlined words. 	       (3 marks)
(i)Jane was warned against despising the elderly. ______________________
(ii) In the game park it is advisable to beware animals crossing on the road. ________________
(iii) Since that time, Mary has never regretted. ___________________________
(d) Choose the correct word(s) from those given in brackets. 		      (3 marks)
(i) We ......................................... our destination in the evening. (reached at/reached/reached in)
(ii) ............................................................................., there was a big bang on the door. (all over a sudden/all over a sudden/all of a sudden)
(iii) He came to see me ......................... a view .......................... getting my assistance. (with, to/in, to/with, for)

(e) Rewrite the following sentences adding a question tags to each.		    (2 marks)
i. Mary inquired whether Peter was going to school. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
ii. Please, pass me the salt. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………THIS IS THE LAST PRINTED PAGE
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